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BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES  ' 112/ 44 

“ ‘ ' W*' 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1943 
OF  'THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
(L.  GIBSON,  M.B. , D.P.H.  ) 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough  of  Beccles. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen,  - 

I heg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  frOR  THE  YEAR 


Birth  rate  per  1000  population 
Still  births  per  1000  (live  and 
still)  births 

Death  rate  per  1000  population 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000 
legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  births 


Beccles 

England 
and  Wales 

1943 

1942 

1943 

16.45 

13.0 

16.5 

36.7 

13.94 

12.05 

14.9 

12.1 

. 9.52 

73.2 

10.52 

75.9 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Rate  per  1000  (live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  Nil  0.39 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil  Nil  1.45 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  15 

" Measles  (all  ages) 

" Whooping  Cpugh  (all  ages) 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  Dr.  L.  Gibson,  M.B..,,  D.P.H, 

Sanitary.  Inspector  Mr.  C.  L.  Hamby,  M.I.M. C.E. 

Meat  Inspector  ’ Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor,  M. R.C.V.S* 

They  are  part-time  Officers  of  the  Council. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Since  April,  1938 > infectious  diseases  have  been  treated 
at  the  Lowestoft  Isolation  Hospital  in  return  for  payment  of  a 
proportion  of  their  annual  charges.-  During  the  year  1943  one 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  admitted. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  H 

The  motor  ambulance  of • the  Bec-cles  Division  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  is  available  for  the  removal  of  non- infectious 
or  accident  cases.  This  service  has  proved  adequate  and 
satisfactory. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  Lowestoft  Isolation 
Hospital  ambulance. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  Clinic  continues  to  progress  satisfactorily.  The 
Centre  is  at  present  at  the  Rectory  Room,  Ballygate,  and  is 
open  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 


The  foil  owing,  .are;  comparative  figures: - 


1936  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943 

Average- weekly  attendance  31  3 1 42  32  29  27  35  34 

New  cases  during  year  41  86  06  38  63  85  155  ol 


The  Centre  was  opened  on  52  occasions.  A doctor  attended 
at-  all  the  sessions.  ' . 

There  were *59  children  under  1 year  of  :age,  who  put  in  6ll 
attendances.  ’ There  were  100  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and 
5 years  of  age,  who  put  in  1174  attendances. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA'" 
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The  property  in  the  Borough  is  inspected  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself.  Three  informal  notices 
were  served  and  the  nuisances  abated. 


WATER  SUPPLY  ; : 

’2182  premises  are  supplied  by  the  Beccles  Waterworks  Company, 
deducting  45  places  of  business  leaves  21 37  houses  supplied.  The 
supply  has  been  adequate  and  satisfactory. 


A recent  analysis  gave  the  following  results  in  parts  per 
100.000:- 


Free  Ammonia 
Albumenoid  Ammonia, 
Oxygen  absorbed  in 
3 hours  at  37 °c. 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Nitrites;, 

•I-::  ■ ' Chlorine  in  ‘Chlorides 

"■•e  .v  ••  Total  .Hardness  . . 

Permanent’  Hardness 

Temporary  Hardness 
Poisonous  Metals 
Reaction 


0.002 

0.001 

O.O32 
0. 100 

None  detected  ; 

12.20 

26.4O  or  18.48°  Clark 

10. 60  or  7»42°  Clark 

I5.8O  or  11.06°  Clark 

None  detected 
p H 7.2 
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Probable  number  of  Coliform  Bacilli 


Mac ’ Conkey  2 days  at  37 °c. 

Plate  Count  2 days  at  37 °c. 

" " 3 days  at  Room  temp. 


Nil  per  cc. 
Nil  per  cc. 
Nil  per  cc. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Slaughtering  has  been  restricted  to  one  slaughterhouse  in 
the  Borough. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  229 
visits  have  been  made  and  4352  carcases  inspected. 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected  1455  318 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

1343 

772 

464 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

4 

2 

11 

Part  carcases  condemned 
Percentage  diseased  of 

436 

9 

24 

37 

number  inspected 

24.9 

.97 

3.37 

10.34 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

25 

1 

— 

1 

Part  Carcases  condemned 
Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 

320 

19 

tuberculosis 

19.4 

.07 

— 

4.31 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Cases  Cases  admitted 

Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever  3 

Pneumonia  b 

Jaundice  (notifiable 
since  27th  Nov. ) 2 

Malaria  (contracted 

abroad)  1 


1 

3 


2 


AGES  OF  CANCER  DEATHS 

Males  : 65,  68,  72,  74?  79  and  79* 

Females  : 46,  65,  70,  71,  72,  76,  83,  83  and  88. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Resp  i rat  o ry  N on- Re  sp  i rat  ory 


Age  Periods :- 
Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  " 

15-25  " 

25-35  ;; 

35-45 

45-55  ’ ' 

55-b5  " 

05  years  and 
upwards 


M 

1 

4 


1 

1 


M 

1 


Deaths 

Respiratory  Non- Respiratory 
M F M F 


to  On^the  Register  at _ the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
iy  respiratory  cases  (12  males  and  7 females)  and  7 non— respiratory 
v4  males  and  3 females).  ; J 

males  and  2,  females  (respiratory)  were 
added  and  2 non- re spirat.br/  .( 1.  male- and  1 female),  also  1 female 
( respiratory)  . moved  intd'“"the  area. 

Of  those  on  the  Register  3 male  respiratory  died,  1 female 
respiratory  removed,  and  1 female  non- respiratory  died,  leaving 
?4  respiratory  ( 15  males  and  9 females)  and  8 non- respiratory 
(5  males  and  3 females). 

4 respiratory  cases  received  Sanatorium  treatment  and  1 
non- respiratory  case  was  admitted  to  hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  84  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  36 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  completed  treatment. 

Since  immunisation  started  378  children  under  5 and  1219 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  have  completed  treatment. 

? f°  fender  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  Borough 

Officials  my  best  thanks  for  their  kind  assistance  during  the 
year. 

•• . I am,  Sir  .and  Gentlemen', 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


25th  July,  1944. 
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